
Tuesday of Holy Week 2020 

Jesus betrayed by Judas and arrested 

We adore you, O Christ, and we bless 

you, 

because by your holy cross you have 

redeemed the world. 

Reading: 

A reading from the Gospel according to Mark.  

Immediately, while he was still speaking, Judas, one of the twelve, arrived, and with 

him there was a crowd with swords and clubs, from the chief priests, the scribes and 

the elders. Now the betrayer had given them a sign, saying, ‘The one I will kiss is 

the man; arrest him and lead him away under guard!’ So when he came, he went up 

to him at once and said ‘Rabbi!’ and kissed him. Then they laid hands on him and 

arrested him.                                                                                   Mark 14: 43 -46 

 

Reflection 

This is a story of a good person gone bad. Do you ever have a bad day? I think that 

we all do. I am no better than any other in that. And sometimes we then have to deal 

with the consequences of what we have done too.  

Weighing up how to sort it out takes good judgement. A good friend, usually, would 

rather you said sorry, sorted it out and moved on.  

Sometimes that is not possible, and so our sorry falls on stony ground, but then you 

can rest in the fact that you did try to sort it out, and we can learn from that.  

Our God is very forgiving. Anything we come to him and apologise for – he willingly 

forgives. In fact, the story of the prodigal son reminds us that our God is always 

desperate to bring us back to his side, to his way and his love.  

For me, the story of Judas is deeply sad, because, he had been a close companion 

of Jesus for three years, and still had not learnt that depth of his forgiving love.  

Talk to Jesus about everything, and know his forgiveness and amazing love.  

Prayer 

Lord, Jesus, you were betrayed by the kiss of a friend: be with those who are 

betrayed and slandered and falsely accused. 

You know the experience of having your love thrown back in your face for mere 

silver: 

Be with families which are torn apart by mistrust or temptation. 

To you, Jesus, who offered your face to your betrayer, be honour and glory with the 

Father and the Holy Spirit, now and forever.  

Amen 

Holy God, Holy and strong, 

Holy and immortal, Have mercy upon us. Amen 


