
Wednesday 8th April 2020 
The Way of the Cross – Station 4: 
Peter’s Denial 
 
A reading from the Gospel according to 
Mark. 
 
At that Moment the cock crowed for a 
second time. Then Peter remembered 
that Jesus had said to him, ‘Before the cock crows twice, you will deny me three 
times.’ And he broke down and wept.  

Mark 14.72 
 
Peter is an interesting chap. One of the most zealous of the disciples, the first 
to utter in words who Jesus was. He got it; he understood that Jesus was the 
messiah and was to be the one who redeemed Israel. He would proudly 
proclaim his allegiance to his master and willingly follow him wherever he 
went.  
 
It’s clear that Jesus also thought something of him. He changed his name from 
Simon to Peter – or Cephas in the Greek (Κηφᾶς if you want to be really Greeky 
geeky!) – which translates as rock. More than that, it was a very particular type 
of rock, the bedrock upon which more rock like things would rest. It was a type 
of stone that would be foundational for everything else that came to be placed 
upon it.  
 
With this in mind, it will either disturb you or reassure you to know that Peter, 
the person Jesus chose to build the church upon, rarely got anything right. He 
was enthusiastic, yes, but in the very passage after his change in name, Jesus 
goes from calling him the rocky one to accusing him of being held by Satan! 
(Matthew 16:13-23) At the start of his ministry, when Jesus asks him to lay 
down the nets, he responds sarcastically only to be proven wrong (Luke 5:5). 
On the mount of transfiguration, he was so scared that he didn’t know what to 
say and gets it completely wrong! (Mark 9:5-6)  
 
And here in today’s station is perhaps his most painful failure. His denial of his 
friend and master; his betrayal of all he had come to stand for. He is laid bare; 
he realises his humanity and breaks down weeping. His pride had got the 
better of him; he thought he was above such bitter self-defeat. But he wasn’t. 
Jesus knew what was coming, even if Peter didn’t.   

https://en.wiktionary.org/wiki/%CE%9A%CE%B7%CF%86%E1%BE%B6%CF%82#Ancient_Greek


On its own, this moment reads badly on Peter’s part. He gave into the fear that 
the pressure of being associated with Jesus came with. But yet, if you read 
Peter’s story in context, and remember where the full story ends, I find this 
passage quite comforting.  
 
And this is why: the mission of the church is never built upon our success or 
failure – it’s built upon the word of God.  
 
It might be tempting for us to think that if we fail – if we get things wrong – 
then all is lost. But this is not the case with God. With him, things that seem 
broken can be used for his glory. People, finances or circumstance given over 
to God can all be redeemed by him and used for his Glory.  
 
Peter perhaps should have been paying more attention to the young boy who 
approached Jesus offering two fish and five loaves. It wasn’t a lot, but it fed 
5000! Ministering with Jesus is about bringing what little we have and allowing 
God to multiply it, not thinking that in our own pride we can bring wonderful 
things to God. That’s where Peter went wrong, he thought he was enough. But 
Peter would learn his lessons and go on to do great things in Jesus’ name. Jesus 
did not give up on him, and he won’t give up on us.  
 
If we think we have failed, that we’ve stuffed up beyond measure, we can still 
come before God and offer what we have left – even if it is our broken heart. 
In his love, he recreates and puts us back on our feet. It doesn’t mean that we 
won’t fail again, but then again, the real failure would be not to get back up, 
dust ourselves off and try again.  
 
And if we do find ourselves in failure, we would be wise to remember this: it’s 
not about us anyway. And if Peter’s story is anything to go by, we know that 
Jesus forgives and takes us forward anyway. His is a tale of grace in action.   
 
Prayer 
Lord Jesus, as Peter betrayed you, 
You experienced the double agony of love rejected and friendship denied: 
Be with those who know no friends and are rejected by society. 
You understood the fear within Peter: 
Help us to understand the anxieties of those who fear for their future.  
To you, Jesus, who gazed with sadness at your lost friend, 
Be honour and glory with the father and the holy spirit, 
Now and forever. Amen. 


