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9th August 2020 

This edition of Churchtalk is for the rest of August 

 Future Services in August  will be as follows: 

 They will also be live-streamed on Facebook 

 

On Sunday 9th August - a ‘CHS-style’ service   at CHS at 10:30am 

Readings: Genesis 37:1-4, 12-28    Matthew 14:22-33 

On 16th August - ‘St. Marys-Style’ service at St. Marys at 9:30am 

Genesis 45:1 - 15    Matthew 15:21 - 28 

On 23rd August  - ‘CHS-style’ with communion at CHS at 10:30am 

Exodus1:8 - 2:10  Matthew16:13-20 

 On 30th August - United MMU service video at 10:00 am at CHS  

Exodus 3:1-15  Matthew16: 21-46 

 

Please remember that for all live services  you need to  book to avoid 

disappointment as there will be limited numbers able to attend,  

due to Covid-19 Social distancing guidelines.  

You will need to bring and wear a mask if you are attending. 

Please phone the office on: 01245 355989 

 or email: widfordchurchtalk@gmail.com to reserve your place. 

 

Please Note the Changes   

Every Tuesday, throughout August there will be  Services of Prayer  at 

9:15am. at CHS 

St. Marys will be open for private prayer  

on Monday mornings from 10am to 12pm  

 

and  CHS will be open for private prayer 

on Thursday afternoons from 2pm to 4 pm. 

http://www.widfordparish.com/
https://www.facebook.com/widfordparishchelmsford/
https://classic.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+37%3A1-4%2C+12-28&version=NIV
https://classic.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+14%3A22-33&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+45%3A1+-+15%C2%A0&version=NIVUK
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew15%3A21+-+28&version=NIVUK
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Exodus+1%3A8+-+2%3A10&version=NIVUK
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+16%3A13+-+20&version=NIVUK
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Exodus+3%3A1+-+15+&version=NIVUK
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+16%3A+21+-++46&version=NIVUK
https://widfordparish.com/images/Articles/Easter_and_Pentecost_Prayers.pdf


I think instilled in many of us is a need to be productive or a 
feeling of needing to be busy. I definitely relate to this, and 
when I was at University, I had a busy schedule of commit-
ments. During the time of lockdown and even now when we 
cannot go about our usual routine, going to church isn’t how 
we remember it and some places and groups are unable to 
open it’s been difficult to know what we *should* be doing. 
We can’t do all the things we planned, and events have been 
put on hold. Birthdays have been celebrated alone and life as 
we knew it may not return for some time - it’s hard! 

I have definitely felt like a fish out of water the last few 
months. It feels so much better when you realise that you are not alone! I was very 
fortunate that each week of lockdown, the homegroup that I was a member of in Exe-
ter (and hadn’t been able to attend for the last two years due to geographical rea-
sons!) decided to meet on zoom. Tuesday nights were uplifting, and even Will was 
able to join from Germany, and my friend Sebrina in Taiwan. As the weeks dragged 
on, everyone became more honest with how they were feeling and one week, Sal 
voiced what a lot of us were thinking. We realised that a lot of value can be placed on 
being busy or appearing busy. Seeing that everyone else seems to be dashing around, 
has got it all sorted and feeling like we need to do or be the same. Being cooped up 
for so long and suddenly being given some freedom, do we pick everything up again 
and carry on running as we had before? Are there some things we don’t want to 
‘carry’ anymore? 

In the strict lockdown, I think it was easier because we knew there would be an end 
and we knew what we were ‘allowed’ to do - little was expected of us and any level 
of productivity felt like a great achievement. Now it feels a bit like we’re in limbo. 
One thing we can hold on to though, is the truth that we trust in a God who is con-
stant and unchanging. He is still the same now as He was before COVID 19 (Heb 

13:8). So if you’re feeling like you should be doing more, or 
you are not doing enough, maybe you feel that YOU are not 
enough. God made us unique, wouldn’t life be boring if we 
were all the same?! Take some time to just “Be still” (Psalm 
46:10), sit in the quiet and ask God to speak to you in this 
time. See what God brings to your mind. And after the 
earthquake there was a fire, but the LORD was not in 
the fire. And after the fire there was the sound of a gen-
tle whisper. 1 Kings 19:12 NLT    Jess 

Collect for 9th August  Almighty God, who sent your Holy Spirit  to be the life 

and light of your Church: open our hearts to the riches of your grace, that we 

may bring forth the fruit of the Spirit in love and joy and peace; through Jesus 

Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever, Amen 

Sunset from         
Hylands Park 

Bradwell-on-sea 



 

 

 

Contributions 

Just a reminder of the Prayerline text number - Text 07368 136770 to sign up 
or request prayers for something. You will then receive all the prayers that 

are posted to that number, and be able to pray along with all the others who 
also receive them. 

Holiday Club Photos 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Warm welcome awaits 

Craft activities to do at home 

Experiments to do as well 

Holiday Club continues for the next 3 

weeks. It is not too late to book. Those 

who are already involved seem to be 

having a good time, even if it is very 

different from usual. 



Let’s give thanks for the return of 
some sort of normality, the “new 
normal” that we are all having to get 

used to. 

Let’s pray and support those we 
know who are feeling unsure about 
getting out and used to this new 

normal, that they would find peace. 

Let us pray for those known to us 
you are sick and caring for them 

especially; 

Beryl Clark, Don Seager, and Joan 

and Michael Barker.  

Let’s continue to pray for the families 
of David Oxford, Joyce Dines, and 

Andy Archer’s families as they  grieve.  

Please pray for all those involved in 
the Holiday Bible Club that started on 
27th July, spanning 5 weeks. For the 
leaders, and those busy in the 
background getting organised, those 
that will “attend” and their parents. 
Pray that it will go as well as can be 
hoped for. Pray that we might all 
become more in awe of God as a 
result, and yet get to know the God 

that we know loves us all so much. 

Thinking of our Parish, let us  
remember,  let’s take a  look in the 
Church Directory and use it to guide 
your prayers. You can pray for 
individual people/families and also 
the roads mentioned under each day 

of the month. 

Please pray for those who are hoping 
to get married over the next few 
weeks, that they will be blessed in 
what almost certainly will be different 

from what they had planned. 

PARISH INFORMATION:- 

Rector:  Rev’d Stephanie Gillingham   

01245 477 818 

stephaniegillingham@hotmail.co.uk 

Day off Thursdays. 

Curate. Rev’d Andy Brown 

Revd-brown@outlook.com 

07817 553 453 

Day off Fridays. 

Youth Worker: Miss Jess Wiseman 

Jess.wiseman@hotmail.co.uk 

0738 504 117 

Churchwardens:- 

Miss. Tammy Squirrell 

Mrs Barbara Jones 

Mrs. Sylvia Skardon 

The Parish Office:- 

Forest Drive, CM1 2TS 

Currently Closed 
t:   01245 355 989 

email:   widfordchurchtalk@gmail.com 

web: www.widfordparish.com  

Facebook: widfordparishchelmsford 

Jeremiah 29:12-13; "Then you will call on me and come and pray to me,  

and I will listen to you.  

You will seek me and find me when you seek me with all your heart."  

As the collection plate is missing 

from our lives, please consider giving 

by sending a cheque (made payable 

to Widford Parish PCC) to Peter, 

dropping your envelope to Pam, or 

making an online payment to the 

church account: Sort Code: 600513 

account number: 55532934. 

You can also pay via Facebook 

Donate which is available on the 

Facebook page.          Thank you. 
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