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5th July 2020 

Collect for The Fourth Sunday after Trinity  

Gracious Father, 
By the obedience of your Son, Jesus, 

You brought salvation to your wayward world: 
draw us into harmony with your will, 

that we may find all things restored in him, our Saviour Jesus Christ. 

This coming Sunday 5th July, 
there will be a service of   

 
 Spiritual Communion at 10:30am. 

Readings:   Genesis 24:34 - 38    Matthew 11:16-19, 25 - end   
 

On Tuesday  7th July there will be a   
Service of Prayer  at 9:15am. 

You can access both these services on Facebook  from here. 
 

CHS will be open on Monday mornings from 10am to 12pm 
and Thursday afternoons from 2pm to 4 pm 

for private prayer. 

Want to watch the service on 

you Smart TV?  Or tablet or 

Phone? Then follow the link 

in the YouTube Icon and you 

can do so. 

After the service at midday let’s meet up together 
on Zoom.    Follow this  link.           

ID 898 4954 2388 password: 544546 

http://www.widfordparish.com/
https://widfordparish.com/images/An_Act_of_Spiritual_Communion_Widford_Parish.pdf
https://classic.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+24%3A34-38++&version=NIV
https://classic.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=+Matthew+11%3A16-19%2C+25-+30&version=NIV
https://widfordparish.com/images/Articles/Easter_and_Pentecost_Prayers.pdf
https://www.facebook.com/widfordparishchelmsford/
https://www.churchofengland.org/
https://studio.youtube.com/channel/UCfu8G9NTIH4WAIcHC7PIUvg/videos/upload?filter=%5B%5D&sort=%7B%22columnType%22%3A%22date%22%2C%22sortOrder%22%3A%22DESCENDING%22%7D
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89849542388


Tears in a bottle 

I have recently spent time reading books recommended by our diocesan 
advisor, Ade Eleyae, following the reminder to us all that how we treat one 
another matters, and that for too long we have ignored the prejudice which 
seems to be in each one of us.  

Reno Eddo Lodge, in her book, ‘Why I No Longer Talk to White People about 
Race,’ says ‘There’s no justice…. there’s just us.’ What she means is that if we 
are going to make a change, make a difference, then it needs to start with 
each one of us.  

Binna Kandola in his book ‘The Value of Difference’ reminds us 
that prejudice is very deep seated within us all – we need to 

learn to recognise it, challenge it and change.  

This week some people in the church remember Mary visiting 
Elizabeth for the first time since Mary was pregnant.  Mary 
escaped from all the gossip of their home 
town of Nazareth to Ein Karem, where 
Elizabeth lived. Elizabeth was in her sixth 

month of pregnancy, and Mary stayed with them for three 
months. Ironically Elizabeth was also in seclusion, being 
fearful of losing the baby and knowing the powerful tongues 
of many around her. Fortunately, both women rejoiced in 
one another, and the amazing love and mystery of God.  

How we relate to one another, love and care for one another is important. All 
are welcome in the kingdom of God. Let’s examine our prejudices – and say 
sorry.  

When I visited Israel I kept finding these very small pots in 
museums ..so many of different sizes and colours. I wondered 
what they were. The clue came from the Bible. Psalm 56 verse 8, 
‘You have kept count of my sadness’s; put my tears in a bottle’ 

and so I discovered that people kept a tiny pottery 
bottle, with the smallest hole in its lid, as a 
reminder that God keeps our tears in a bottle – he 
shares in our sadness and our pain. A lady potter 
in Galleywood made mine for me. We weep 
together, and we rejoice together, and we are reminded: ‘For 
you have delivered my soul from death, and kept my feet from 
falling, so that I may walk before God in the light of life.’ Psalm 

53. 13. Walk in Gods light and love, loving all of God’s children as we can.  

God bless, Stephanie 

https://www.chelmsford.anglican.org/news/article/revd-ade-eleyae-appointed-as-bishops-equality-adviser
https://www.chelmsford.anglican.org/news/article/revd-ade-eleyae-appointed-as-bishops-equality-adviser
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Longer-Talking-White-People-About/dp/1408870584/ref=sr_1_1?adgrpid=63861214539&dchild=1&gclid=Cj0KCQjwoub3BRC6ARIsABGhnyb4Pus2ibcEBWy6_erEh_E8Lzp36NWUX-lq5N6kfBBHxJ9c5_TLwtkaAjiZEALw_wcB&hvadid=318505796828&hvdev=c&hvlocphy=9044924
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Longer-Talking-White-People-About/dp/1408870584/ref=sr_1_1?adgrpid=63861214539&dchild=1&gclid=Cj0KCQjwoub3BRC6ARIsABGhnyb4Pus2ibcEBWy6_erEh_E8Lzp36NWUX-lq5N6kfBBHxJ9c5_TLwtkaAjiZEALw_wcB&hvadid=318505796828&hvdev=c&hvlocphy=9044924
https://www.google.co.uk/aclk?sa=L&ai=DChcSEwjy9f_R46fqAhWItu0KHcCEDLsYABAAGgJkZw&sig=AOD64_1cpTUt0E6WPU1zb5AzLSujctvL9Q&q=&ved=2ahUKEwjCmPbR46fqAhW-TxUIHSlABDwQ0Qx6BAgTEAE&adurl=


You might like this - but not a lot 
 

 

About two centuries ago, 
A poet wrote a long tale of woe, 
That parallels can show 

With the life we now have come to 
know. 
 The Lady of Shalott 
Prisoned in an island tower, 

A curse held her in its power 
Dare not look outside her bower 
 Though her fate she know not. 
 

There, at a loom, by day and night 
She wove a web of colours bright, 
In cheerful songs she did delight, 
And was contented to have sight  

 Of reflections in a glass, 
Till a knight rode by the river  
Set the Lady’s heart a ’quiver; 
Though it would the curse deliver 

 Looked out to watch him pass. 
 
 

The glass cracked, the web flew 

out, 
It was no use to cry or shout, 
The curse had come, without a 
doubt 

By her own action brought about, 
 She knew that was the source 
Outside she found an empty boat, 
Her name upon the prow she 

wrote 
Stepped in and herself afloat- 
 Now things must take their course. 
 

Through dusk and dark she floated 
on, 
To think of rescue would be wrong, 
Sadly, her time would not be long, 

So she died, singing her last song. 
 Poor Lady of Shalott 
Last line but one in the poem’s 
space 

To slightly change but not deface 
‘God in HIs mercy lend us grace’ 
 To cheerfully bear our lot. 

Shirley 

An invitation... 

To join Bishop 

Stephen as he is 

legally confirmed 

as the 98th 

Archbishop of York 

in York Minster: 9th 

July at 11:00am. 

Follow this link 

Let us pray that he will know the 

presence of God at this very special 

time in his and the church’s life and 

ministry. 

From 4th July, we need to be stick-

ing to new social distancing guide-

lines - as if you need reminding. Let’s 

all do our bit and keep safe. 

https://www.churchofengland.org/aby98


FOR PARISH INFORMATION  

Please see previous editions. 

Course in Christian Studies 

There is a new course in Christian 

Studies starting in September. This is a 

2 year course, and is an extremely  

valuable and helpful course. If you 

would like to find out more then 

follow this link or contact the office by 

phone or email. 

 

Let’s give thanks that the rate of 

infection has reduced and that the 

lockdown is being eased in many 

different ways. Pray for those who are 

feeling scared about going back to 

work, or wondering where they will be 

working, having lost their job. 

Pray too for those who are anxious 

about venturing out, having been 

inside their own home environment 

for over 3 months and not had many 

social contacts.  

Let us pray for Beryl Clark, Don Seager  

and Joan and Michael Barker. Please 

continue to pray for the families of 

David Oxford, and Joyce Dines, as they  

grieve. Joyce Dine’s son in law, Tony

(Heather’s husband) sadly passed 

away last week. 

Daphne has asked us to pray for her  

son Russell Knott - his marriage just 

finished and he is so very depressed 

and she is very concerned. 

Just a reminder of the Prayerline text 

number .. Text 07368 136770 to sign 

up or request prayers for something. 

Let us especially remember today,  the 

5th, those living in Brendon Place and 

Bruce Grove. Do look in the Church 

Directory and use it to guide your 

prayers. 

When will we gather together again 
in a service of worship?                     
This week the government have 
released new guidelines regarding 
public worship - we await with 
interest to hear from the church 
authorities as to what we will be 
allowed to do and when - watch this 
space!! 

Even though we are not meeting together, the church is still active and 

meeting needs of the community around. We value your continued support. If 

you are not in a habit of regularly giving, then we would ask you to consider 

giving to the work in the Parish. You can do this in a variety of ways.  Please 

see this link for more detailed information, or to make a donation now, follow 

one of the links above, or scan the QR code  on your smart phone to make a 

donation. There is also a Facebook donate button available  which you can 

access whilst you are taking part in the service on Sundays. Thank you. 

https://www.chelmsford.anglican.org/discipleship/course-in-christian-studies
mailto:widfordchurchtalk@gmail.com
https://widfordparish.com/giving-to-widford-parish-2
https://www.kindlink.com/fundraising/THE-PAROCHIAL-CHURCH-COUNCIL-OF-WIDFORD-ESSEX/support
https://givealittle.co/campaigns/7ac52c3c-6f85-4539-b012-fbf5e8b542dd

