
Newsletter No. 1099  22nd March 2020 

Following Government guidelines,  

and messages from our Archbishops, 

all church services and activities  

have been suspended until further notice.  

There will however be a service  

at Church of the Holy Spirit at 10.30am.  

This will be recorded  

and please do not attend. 

We are trying to make arrangements to make the services 

available live online if possible, but if this is not possible for you 

then CDS  and the transcript of the sermon                                   

will be available as well. 

We will keep you to to date with regular updates. 

 

 

 

Please take  Churchtalk home with you and use it to guide your prayers. 

Recordings avail-

able of CHS ser-

mons here 

http://www.widfordparish.com/
https://www.churchofengland.org/
https://www.widfordparish.com/sermons


Mothering Sunday . 

Collect 

God of compassion, whose Son Jesus Christ, the child of Mary, shared the life of a 

home in Nazareth, and on the cross drew the whole human family to himself: 
strengthen us in our daily living that in joy and in sorrow  we may know the power 
of your presence to bind together and to heal; through Jesus Christ your Son our 
Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and for ever.  Amen 

Wide, wide as the ocean, High as the heavens above, Deep, deep as the 
deepest sea, Is my Saviours love, I, though so unworthy, Still, I’m a child in his 
care, For his Word teaches me that his love reaches me, Everywhere! 

Hello to you all, In many ways this is a very sad day. I never thought there 
would be a day when I couldn’t go to church. It’s in my DNA – I have gone to 
church since the day I was born, and I love it. The PCC had a very long and 
thoughtful meeting Monday night. We decided that we need to support the 
government and the NHS in keeping everyone safe. We admire their desire to 
keep the number of deaths to a minimum, and pray that will be the result. 

We have cancelled everything…for that I am really sorry. But we are going to 
learn fast – we are going to learn how to live-stream services, and skype (I 
know that one already!), and if computers are not your thing then services 
will appear in print, for you to read, with a sermon to listen to, if you would 
like to. We can phone each other, and there will also be a person from the 
leadership or pastoral team who will phone you occasionally too. We can 
write notes to each other, and I am sure there will be other ways of keeping 
in touch. 

Andy is going to find ways to share his Bible study, and we will work on other 
ideas too. Most of all, I would like to ask you to pray. If you are being asked to 
self-isolate, then please take a portion of your day to pray. Andy and I will 
keep up the prayers at Church of the Holy Spirit, and we will add more in. We 
will send out some set prayers which you can join in, or you could find some 
on an app? There are many: Daily Prayer is very good to follow, and Celtic 
Prayer is another to get you started. 

Keep in touch, and do let us know if anyone in your family needs our prayers. 
I invite you to join me in being a Praying Parish. 

With love, Gods blessing and protection, Stephanie 



Notices 

 

In these days we need to keep in 

touch with each other and in touch 

with God… Please let us know your 

practical and spiritual needs at this 

time so that we can play for each 

other. Please see the back to find 

ways to connect. 

Update  

APCM, 20th April.  7.30pm at St. 

Mary’s. Would everyone  who 

normally  submit reports, please send 

it to the Churchtalk address for 

Lynette .  

widfordchurchtalk@gmail.com 

 

At the moment we are looking to 

see if it take place on this date, but 

we will clarify this when things 

become clearer. 

 

To be eligible to vote at the APCM 

you must have registered your name 

on the Electoral Roll.  If you are not 

currently on the Roll and  wish to be 

included there are registration forms 

available at the back of the churches.  

Completed forms should be returned 

to church office or Shirley Deering by 

the beginning of April please. 

 

Update  

The Parish Lent Course .    

The  course is entitled “Life Attitudes” 
and is looking at the Beatitudes . Click 
here to find out more.  This  will not 
now be held but Andy will arrange 
recording and literature regarding 
this course. 

Look out for updates about this 

Update 

Church Finances and our giving 

Dear Friends, if like me you prefer to 
put money in the collection each 
week then this message is for you. 
While church is closed please put 
aside the amount you usually give  
and save it up until services start 
again. This will greatly help us to keep 
our heads above water. The money 
you give is a vital contribution to our 
finances. If you would like to set up a 
standing order with the bank please 
contact Peter for details 

Thank you, and may God keep you 
safe, 

Love Bob and Peter.  

Update 

St. Marys Redecoration is hopefully 
happening soon 

Can you help please.  We plan to 
remove all the portable items from St. 
Mary to CHS on Wednesday 25th 
March, at 10.30am,  ahead of 
decorating work.  Next week seems  a 
good time to do it while the churches 
are closed.  If you can help, please call 
me on 01245 268068 or 
07952318420 for more details.  Many 
thanks.  Bob.  

 

mailto:widfordchurchtalk@gmail.com
https://www.chpublishing.co.uk/books/9780715142332/life-attitudes


PARISH INFORMATION:- 

Rector:  Rev’d Stephanie Gillingham   
01245 477 818 
stephaniegillingham@hotmail.co.uk 

Day off Thursdays. 

Curate. Rev’d Andy Brown 
Revd-brown@outlook.com 
07817 553 453 
Day off Fridays. 
 
Churchwardens:- 

Miss. Tammy Squirrell 

Mrs Barbara Jones 

Mrs. Sylvia Skardon 

Caretaker:- 

Miss. Tammy Squirrell 

07930 940056  

The Parish Office:- 

Forest Drive, CM1 2TS 

Opening times:  

Monday 9.15 - 11.45am 

Tuesday to Friday 10.30am - 12.30pm 

t:   01245 355 989 

e:   widfordchurchtalk@gmail.com 

w: www.widfordparish.com  

Both churches have hearing loops. 

Let’s Pray 

Let us remember today,  the 22nd,  

those living in, Rossendale and 

Rothbury Road.   

For inclusion here please let, 

Stephanie, Andy, or one of the 

wardens know, or send a message to 

widfordchurchtalk@gmail.com 

headed “Prayer request”.  

There is also a Prayer Chain via  

Text message on 07847 875611  

for specific prayer requests.  

 

Please also remember in your prayers,  

Ali, Keshule and family, plus C.H.E.S.S.   

These are part of our Parish Giving. 

Are you on Facebook or Twitter? Used sensibly these social media platforms can 

be a useful way of sharing what God is doing in our lives, and advertising 

forthcoming events  Why don’t you link up and connect  online?                

At  https://twitter.com/widford_parish         

At https://www.facebook.com/ widfordparishchelmsford/ 

 And https://www.facebook.com/ stmaryswidford/ 

Have you checked out the church’s website at 

www.widfordparish.com which is updated every week. There is 

more information about what goes on in/at church, and links to 

partner organisations. Why not check it out?? 

Items for Churchtalk If you have any 

items to be added to Churchtalk, 

please submit it to the office by 

Tuesday morning at the latest. Thank 

you. 
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