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Collect for The Third Sunday after Trinity  

God our saviour, look on this wounded world in pity and in power, 
hold us fast to your promises of peace won for us by your Son, our 

Saviour Jesus Christ. 

This coming Sunday 28th June , 
there will be a service of   

 
 Morning Prayer at 10:30am. 

Readings: Gen 21:8-21 / Matt 10:40-end  
 

CHS will be open on Monday mornings from 10am to 12pm 
and Thursday afternoons from 2pm to 4 pm 

for private prayer - see inside for more details. 
 

On Tuesday  30th June there will be a   
Service of Prayer  at 9:15am. 

You can both these services on Facebook  from here. 

Want to watch the service on 

you Smart TV?  Or tablet or 

Phone? Then follow the link 

in the YouTube Icon and you 

can do so. 

After the service at midday let’s meet up 
together on Zoom.    Follow this  link.          
ID 898 4954 2388 password: 544546 

http://www.widfordparish.com/
https://widfordparish.com/images/Morning_Prayer_-_Ordinary_time_online_version.pdf
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Gen+21%3A8-21+&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+10%3A+40+-+42&version=NIV
https://widfordparish.com/images/Articles/Easter_and_Pentecost_Prayers.pdf
https://www.facebook.com/widfordparishchelmsford/
https://www.churchofengland.org/
https://studio.youtube.com/channel/UCfu8G9NTIH4WAIcHC7PIUvg/videos/upload?filter=%5B%5D&sort=%7B%22columnType%22%3A%22date%22%2C%22sortOrder%22%3A%22DESCENDING%22%7D
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89849542388


Greening the church conference 

Lockdown has given us a vision of 
how nature can regenerate when 

humans limit their impact. How can 
we use these lessons as a great spur 
for the Church and society to be bold 
and imaginative in the better 
stewarding of our local 
environments? This conference was 
held online on 13th June, and 
apparently was excellent. You can 
access it here on YouTube and join 
the local Facebook group here. 

Note from the editor - apologies to those of you who found that  some of the 

links last week didn’t work well. I hope that this week they will! 

Each of you should give what you have decided in your heart to give, not reluctantly or under 
compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.                                Corinthians 9:7                          
Last week Stephanie wrote on the importance of giving within our ability. This week I want to 
emphasise why this is important! There will be various needs throughout our community at 
the moment, and probably in the times to come. If you are one of those people who has 
been severely affected by the current crisis, then no one wants you to feel under obligation 
to give more than you can afford at the moment. That is not a Christian principle! Giving be-
cause you feel that you are under compulsion is not what God wants for any of us. ‘God loves 
a cheerful giver’, not for the fact that they are giving their finances away, but because it 
shows an outward looking nature within the heart. It shows that the believer understands 
that ‘life is more than an abundance of possessions.’ (Emphasis on the word abundance 
there because it’s not wrong to have possessions in and of themselves!)  

But this fact also calls us to address where our heart is. Are we inward looking, or are we 
outward looking? It’s a challenge for us all to face up to (the author is not excluded!). There 
will be lots for us to do as a Church in the coming months and years ahead. Giving is not 
about simply making the books balance (although that is very important and very much 
needed at the moment), it’s not just about having the money to ‘get things done’ (also im-
portant – we need resources to exist as a Church), it’s about the kind of Church Jesus calls us 
to be. Not a hard-hearted group, but a people of God’s kingdom who dwell in the joy of the 
lord and generously love those we encounter. And generosity is not a numerical figure, it’s a 
heart attitude that leads us to assess what we have and give what we can so that we may 
share life with our community. 

It’s time for us all to assess our ability. To give financially as is possible and practical in our 
situations, but also to look at the nature of our heart. Let’s learn to be outward looking and a 
Church that knows, understands and address the needs of our community. But also, people 
who know and understand our own personal abilities. If we truly learn this, then we will all 
become cheerful in our giving!                                                                                                Andy 

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLKMrowl1rKL3eNzwtsFQ2qBnUwSYMzQOC&app=desktop
https://www.facebook.com/groups/727013254703425/
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLKMrowl1rKL3eNzwtsFQ2qBnUwSYMzQOC&app=desktop


The New Normal 

                 

Shops again now are open, but 

Not like we used to know -  

To enter and browse and wander 
We cannot hope to go. 
 
Marshalls stand in the doorway to 
Check each well-distanced queue, 
Restricting the number they let in- 
It’s sure to seem too few!! 
 

Squares marked on the floor give 
each, 
Person two metres space, 
Arrows direct the way to go- 
No meeting face to face! 
 
Cleaners will follow us around 
Wiping each thing we touch, 
We can’t try on clothes for size - 
It all seems a bit much! 
 

Keeping away from each other 
Makes real progress seem slight 
Have faith that bends in the tun-

nel 

Cannot obscure His light. 

Shirley 

St. Mary’s Church is being 

decorated  -  at last!! 

Let us pray for 

the workers 

that they 

keep safe and 

well,  and the 

work will be completed to a 

really good standard. 

This week the doors of the Church of the Holy Spirit 
will open for individual prayer. We are still a while 
away from being able to consider a return of 
gathered and corporate worship but opening the 
building for prayer is a welcome step in the right 
direction.                                                                               
The Church hall will be open on Monday’s from 
10am-midday and Thursday’s from 2-4pm. Please do 
come and make use of the space if you would like a 
change of scenery for your personal prayer time. 
The aim has been to make the building a peaceful 
place and there will be some gentle music playing.                                                                           
However, there are some things that will be slightly 
different for the time being to adhere to the 
government guidance. Firstly, please ensure that 
you enter through the Church door and leave 
through the parish centre exit. Hand gel will be 
available for you as you enter – please use this for 
the safety of yourself and others. Chairs have also 
now been set at 2m apart in accordance with social 
distancing measures (please do not move them 
around) and will be wiped down with sanitizer after 
use. We are not allowed to use shared items, so if 
you would like to read from the Bible, please bring 
your own copy. Don’t worry too much about having 
to commit everything to memory – there will be 
signs up and a friendly team of volunteers to help 
you!                                                                                 
We have also been advised to communicate that 
those who are in the ‘at risk’ categories or shielding 
should follow government guidance as stringently as 
possible, and that it is not currently recommended 
that you travel to a place of worship. This is likely to 
change in the coming weeks, and the latest guidance 
suggests that those who have been asked to shield 
might be able to move more freely in early August. 
Please - for the sake of your own safety - be as 
patient as you can. We will update you in Churchtalk 
when things change as soon as we have considered 
any further guidance. In the meantime, please let us 
know if you would like prayer for anything specific!  

We look forward to seeing everyone as soon 
as is possible!           Andy 



FOR PARISH INFORMATION  

Please see previous editions. 

Course in Christian Studies 

There is a new course in Christian 

Studies starting in September. This is a 

2 year course, and is an extremely  

valuable and helpful course. If you 

would like to find out more then 

follow this link or contact the office by 

phone or email. 

News from an email from Hugh        
in Uganda: 

“All good here and a very different 
atmosphere to the UK.  No deaths 
from Corona but over 600 people die 
everyday from other preventable 
health conditions. 

But the president has done a good 
job and taken advice from his health 
experts.  He is trying to relax the 
restrictions but the new cases have 
shot up. 

Please pray that God kicks Covid-19 
out of Uganda.” 

 

Appointment of the next Bishop of 
Chelmsford.  

There will be a public zoom meeting 
for anyone living in the Diocese of 
Chelmsford who is interested in 
putting their view forward regarding 
the appointment of the next Bishop 
of Chelmsford.  

The meeting will take place on 
Wednesday 1st July at 7.30.  

The meeting will be attended by the 
secretaries to:: The Prime Minister and 
the Archbishops of Canterbury and 
York.  Click here to register. 

Let’s give thanks that the number of 

people being admitted to hospital and 

sadly dying from the Coronavirus are 

falling. Pray for society to pay heed to 

the new advice and  keep alert and 

safe and beat this plague. Let's pray for 

all those working on the frontline in so 

so many ways- truck drivers, domestics, 

doctors nurses, Public health officials, 

and government amongst others for 

strength to press on and beat the 

virus. They will be getting very tired! 

Let’s pray for all those affected by the 

current Coronavirus pandemic, 

whether in hospital unwell, missing 

their relatives who are in hospital,  

those who have lost loved ones. 

Let us pray for Beryl Clark, Don Seager  

and Joan and Michael Barker. Pray for 

peace and a knowledge of God’s 

presence with them. 

Please continue to pray for  David 

Oxford, and the rest of the family at 

this difficult time that they would be 

surrounded by God’s peace and 

blessings. 

Let us especially remember today,  the 

28th, those living in Widford Chase 

and Widford Close. Do look in the 

Church Directory and use it to guide 

your prayers. 

 
Are you missing out on taking part in 

the services?  
You could also request a CD of the 
service or a DVD to watch the service 
on your TV.  Please get in touch with 
Stephanie, Andy or Jess if any of these 
are of interest to you. Yes we really 
want to know! 

https://www.chelmsford.anglican.org/discipleship/course-in-christian-studies
mailto:widfordchurchtalk@gmail.com
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/help-identify-the-next-bishop-of-chelmsford-public-meeting-tickets-109980693214?ref=enivtefor001&utm_source=eb_email&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=inviteformalv2&utm_term=attend

