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Collect for Pentecost Sunday 
Holy Spirit, sent by the Father, ignite in us your holy fire; 

strengthen your children with the gift of faith, revive your Church with the 
breath of love, and renew the face of the earth, through Jesus Christ our 

Lord.  Amen 

This coming Sunday 31st May there will be a service of 

Spiritual Communion at 10:30am. 

Readings: Acts 2.1-21/John 20:19-23 

On Tuesday 2nd June there will be a  

Service of Prayer  at 9:15am on Tuesday Morning. 

You can access these services on Facebook  from here. 

After the service at 12 midday there is a chance to  

meet up together on Zoom.   Follow this  link  

 
 

Want to be blessed? -  listen 
to these two songs. Click on 
the images to the right  to 

view and listen to this: 
For the lyrics, click here 

The Goodness of God 

http://www.widfordparish.com/
https://widfordparish.com/images/Morning_Prayer_on_Sunday_Easter.pdf
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+2.1-21&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+20%3A19-23&version=NIV
https://widfordparish.com/images/Articles/Easter_and_Pentecost_Prayers.pdf
https://widfordparish.com/images/Articles/Easter_and_Pentecost_Prayers.pdf
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85745624490
https://widfordparish-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/peterwood_widfordparish_onmicrosoft_com/EQT5ugcO2qRCqu2yjRn2D7wBhouGApdkni6QU4JGV3JNYQ?e=oWzK5Z
https://youtu.be/uiWZXLsdE9w
https://youtu.be/iIpb1igP0gU


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Sunday this piece is written for is Pentecost. It’s the day in which the 
global church was born through God’s generous gift of himself to his people 
through the Holy Spirit. It’s the day in which many lands and different 
tongues were brought into the story of God and his people. It is a great 
moment in the story of the Church; a time that was long foretold through 
the prophets. A time when the Gentiles were united with Israel to reclaim 
those who had been lost.  

 

Reading this story afresh, I was struck by verse 4 of Acts 2: ‘All of them were 
filled with the gift of the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other languages, 
as the Spirit gave them ability.’ I’ve often wondered what that moment must 
have been like! To suddenly be speaking in a completely different dialect 
without any prior training! When they needed the ability to do something, 
God equipped them and began to move amongst the people of the various 
nations. The fact that we are still here as the Church in Widford is testament 
to this very moment in history.  

 

As we move forward in 2020, we find ourselves in an unknown situation. It 
could be easy on Pentecost to forget that beforehand, the disciples were 
sitting in a locked room staring into the unknown. They themselves would 
have been fearful and thinking ‘What next!?’. But God gave them the ability 
to do what was needed. By his Spirit, the God who is able made his followers 
able. Hopefully, as we come into July, we may be able to open the buildings 
up again. We don’t know what that will look like practically yet, but it will 
likely be somewhat different to what we are used to, at least for a while. But 
we have a God who is able. We have the gift of the Holy Spirit who will give 
us the ability to be the Church that is needed. We may have to learn a new 
language – but we shouldn’t be downhearted: that is how the global 
Church began.  

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            Andy       



A Steep Learning Curve 
 

Where have all the people gone? 
Long time passing 
Where have all the people gone? 
Long time ago 
Into lockdown, shut away, 
There indefinitely to stay 
Freedom? No use to yearn - 
new ways of life to learn. 
 
Where has all the traffic gone?  
Long time passing 
Where has all the traffic gone? 
Long time ago. 
Vans, lorries, without number, 
The quality of air would plunder. 
Now there’s less pollution, 
What’s the right solution. 
 
Where have all the aircraft gone? 
Long time passing. 
Where have all the aircraft gone? 
Long time passing. 
Holidays, taken nearer, 
Now that the sky is getting clearer? 
Or should they once more fly 

Planes that filled the sky? 
 
Where have all the old days gone? 
Long time passing 
Where have all the old days gone? 
Long time ago. 
They may not come back again, 
What are the things we should not 
retain? 
If anything we have learned 
When freedom is returned? 

Shirley Deering 

Thy Kingdom Come is a global prayer movement with Christians around the world 

praying from Ascension to Pentecost for more people to come to know Jesus Christ.                         

This year Churches Together in Essex & East London (CTEEL) is grateful to Chelmsford 

Cathedral for supporting Christians in the region to participate in the Thy Kingdom 

Come cycle of prayer so we can join together from Thursday 21
st
 May until Sunday 

31
st
 May 2020 to pray Thy Kingdom Come. Everyone from every denomination is 

invited to participate – individuals, families and churches.                                                                    

Each day there will be morning prayer, a lunchtime reflection from different clergy 

and then evening prayer based on the theme and resources produced by Thy 

Kingdom Come live streamed from Cathedral’s Facebook page https://

www.facebook.com/chelmsfordcathedral/ and their YouTube channel https://

www.youtube.com/results?search_query=chelmsford+cathedral                                                                                  

7:45 am Morning Prayer    12 noon Short reflections in a range of different styles from 

different church leaders    5:15 pm Evening   There will also be a simple Communion 

and Reflection on  Pentecost Sunday, 31
st
,  at 10:30 am.  

Fancy a new 

shopping bag?   

The Mary Wood 

Trust is raising 

money to 

purchase 5 reconditioned sewing 

machines for the girls at Nyakabungo 

Girls Secondary School,  in SW Uganda.  

We have raised about £500 of the £1,000 

needed. Thank you for all who have 

bought one - there are still some 

available. If you are interested follow this 

link. . Thanks. 

https://www.thykingdomcome.global/
https://www.facebook.com/chelmsfordcathedral/
https://www.facebook.com/chelmsfordcathedral/
https://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=chelmsford+cathedral
https://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=chelmsford+cathedral
https://www.facebook.com/MaryWoodTrust/?view_public_for=219733151392094


FOR PARISH INFORMATION  

Please see previous editions. 

If anyone is unable to access the  

internet to access the service, and 

would like a CD with the audios of 

the services on, please  give Jess a call 

01245 268068.  

Let’s pray for all those affected by the 

current Coronavirus pandemic, 

whether in hospital unwell, missing 

their relatives who are in hospital,  

those who have lost loved ones, and 

those on the frontline. 

Let us especially remember today,  the 

31st,  those living in Wood Street and 

Writtle Road. Do look in the Church 

Directory and use it to guide your 

prayers. 

Are you needing a chat?  Why not give 

someone in the Church Directory a call 

and see how they are getting on? It can 

be very lonely at this time. They might 

value a chance to share their concerns, 

as might you! 

The View  - would you like some good 

news about what is happening around 

the diocese. If so click here 

         

Have you got a poem, photo, song, 

or something else that has spoken to 

you or that you have written?  Why 

not share it?  Please send it in so that 

we can all be blessed by it.Send it to 

wifordchurchtalk@gmail.com  

and we might just print it!   

Help identify the next 
Bishop of Chelmsford
- consultation now 
open until 4 July  
We have been  
invited to share our 
own views about our 
diocese and our next 
Bishop- you can take 

part in the consultation here. 

This is one way 

of keeping the 2 

metres distance! 

Being Thankful 

Fiona is very enthusiastic in her 

appreciation of the NHS and Church.  

Here is another Rainbow that Fiona 

has drawn which can be seen on the 

CHS Notice board. Thank you Fiona!! 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1CA_pB1CbbO7IbIqkqSDTKnEluZedq3br/view?usp=sharing
mailto:wifordchurchtalk@gmail.com
https://chelmsdio.typeform.com/to/LMxWdl
https://chelmsdio.typeform.com/to/LMxWdl

